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Who taught you to tell the time, to tie your shoelaces or to write your name? | have
memories of my parents and teachers taking a shared hand in helping me to learn these
skills as a child. But what about more challenging tasks - who taught you to be resilient,
analyse a poem or to solve complex algorithms? The answer is probably both a parent and a
teacher.

Mr Hamilton, my favourite teacher of all time, continually displayed his love for reading
and writing (particularly for science fiction and fantasy genres). By the end of that year, |
also shared this passion and became an avid reader of similar books. He is also the reason
why | wanted to become a teacher!

| remember my parents encouraging me to practise what | was learning in class and to do
what the teacher asked (even if they sometimes disagreed with what they were doing). Why?
My Dad told me that he would not question them in their profession...just the same as they
would not walk onto a building site and tell him what to do.

In my first 15 years of teaching, | saw how both parents and teachers respected and
supported each other. Unfortunately, over the last 4-5 years | have seen a decline in respect
that some parents have for teachers.

Recently, | have been informed by teachers, relief teachers and support staff that some
parents are becoming more aggressive towards them. There are some parents who believe
that they have the right to storm into a classroom to berate or make demands while the
teacher is teaching their class. This is not acceptable.

What is the learning taking place here?

What children are learning and witnessing is that it is okay to speak rudely and argue back
to a teacher. | have also noticed that the children of these parents are regularly the ones who
argue and refuse to do what the teachers quite reasonably ask them to do. A few weeks ago a
student of one of these parents told the teacher that they could do what they wanted
because their mum told them that they could (in a very condescending and rude manner)
refuse the teacheroés directions.

|l would Iike to pose these questions...would
and demand an appointment? Would you wal k 1int
in front of their peers because you disagreed with their policies?

Whil e both parents and teachers are influenti
learning is concerned, education is a shared responsibility . If there is an issue mmE

t hat needs to be raised, parents nel® or ¢
teacher.

Schools, friends, families and communities all play unique but complementary

roles. We are all here for one thing...your children!
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